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Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues 
13th session, 12-23 May 2014 

Item 6: Discussion on the World Conference on Indigenous Peoples 

Delivered by Ms. Aili Keskitalo, President of the Sami Parliament of Norway 

Madam Chair, 

Distinguished Members of the Forum, Excellencies, Observers, 

Madam Chair,  

As it is my first time taking the floor at this meeting, I would like to congratulate you on your election as 

the Chair of this august forum.  As an Arctic indigenous woman, I am extremely proud seeing an Arctic 

indigenous sister presiding over the 13th session of the Forum. 

The Sami Parliament of Norway was indeed encouraged that the United Nations - in 2010 - only three 

years after the adoption of the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, through the 

decision to hold the World Conference, agreed to follow-up on one of the most fundamental 

requirements under the Declaration; namely to promote respect for and full application of the 

provisions of the Declaration, and to ensure the effectiveness of this historical instrument.  

The World Conference would not only provide a tremendous opportunity for the United Nations to 

promote the effectiveness of the Declaration, but also to replicate the process which led to the adoption 

of the Declaration in 2007; which was an open and inclusive process of dialogue and negotiations 

among, and between, Member States and Indigenous Peoples.  

For these reasons, the Sami Parliament of Norway has been proactively involved in the preparatory 

process. At the request of the President of the 66th session of the General Assembly, we worked 

alongside the Government of Mexico, to facilitate the discussions on the modalities for the World 

Conference, which was successfully concluded through the adoption of the modalities resolution in 

September 2012. I take this opportunity to thank the Government of Mexico for their leadership and 

cooperation.  

The decision of the 66th President of the General Assembly, and the adoption of the modalities 

resolution, demonstrate that the UN is capable of making ground-breaking decisions, when there is 

leadership and political will to do so. A Sami proverb says that “where the head goes, the tail follows”. 

This is indeed also true in the General Assembly of the United Nations. 

The modalities resolution provides an innovative basis and framework for indigenous peoples’ 

participation at the General Assembly level, inspired by the practice established during the Declaration 

process, and by the provisions of the Declaration. I believe that I speak on behalf of many of my 

indigenous sisters and brothers, when expressing deep disappointment, due to the fact we do not yet 

have a framework for consultations in place yet.    
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Indigenous peoples have in good faith proactively engaged in the preparatory process, with the 

objective of contributing towards and ensuring a successful World Conference. As the host of the 

Indigenous Preparatory Conference for the World Conference, held in Alta, Norway in June 2013, we 

have had the great pleasure of working together with indigenous peoples from all seven indigenous 

regions.  

The Indigenous Preparatory Conference adopted an outcome document, by consensus, known as the 

Alta Outcome Document, as its contribution to the substantive discussions on the outcome of the World 

Conference. The Alta Outcome Document is available as an official UN document (A/67/994). 

Indigenous peoples, with some few exceptions, have been, and still are ready to engage in the World 

Conference process, if the process ensures full and effective participation of indigenous peoples.  

I understand that the President of the General Assembly has a new proposed framework for 

consultations. I welcome the PGA’s latest efforts in finding a solution. We will study this proposal very 

carefully before taking a final position. 

Thank you, Madam Chair. 

 

 

 

 


